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Statement on the Terrorist Bombing in Jerusalem 
August 9, 2001

I deplore and strongly condemn the ter-
rorist bombing in downtown Jerusalem 
today. My heartfelt sympathies and those 
of the American people are with the victims 
of this terrible tragedy and their families. 

Nothing is gained through cowardly acts 
such as this. The deliberate murder of in-
nocent civilians is abhorrent to all, a threat 
to peace, and inconsistent with the parties’ 
signed agreements to put aside violence. 
Palestinian Authority Chairman Arafat must 
condemn this horrific terrorist attack, act 
now to arrest and bring to justice those 
responsible, and take immediate, sustained 
action to prevent future terrorist attacks. 

I urge the parties to return immediately 
to the cease-fire commitments they have 
previously made and to renew effective se-
curity cooperation so this kind of terrorism 
will not happen again. The United States 

stands ready to assist the parties in this 
effort, as it has in the past, but the effort 
must begin with the parties acting to fulfill 
their obligations under the Tenet work 
plan. 

The United States remains committed to 
implementation in all its elements of the 
Mitchell Committee Report, which provides 
a path to return to peace negotiations based 
on United Nations Security Council Resolu-
tions 242, 338, and the Madrid Conference. 
To get to Mitchell, the parties need to re-
sume effective security cooperation and 
work together to stop terrorism and vio-
lence. 

I call upon the leaders of the Palestinian 
Authority and Israel to demonstrate fore-
sight and responsibility by choosing the 
path toward a better future for their peo-
ple.

Address to the Nation on Stem Cell Research 
August 9, 2001

Good evening. I appreciate you giving 
me a few minutes of your time tonight 
so I can discuss with you a complex and 
difficult issue, an issue that is one of the 
most profound of our time. 

The issue of research involving stem cells 
derived from human embryos is increas-
ingly the subject of a national debate and 
dinner table discussions. The issue is con-
fronted every day in laboratories as sci-
entists ponder the ethical ramifications of 
their work. It is agonized over by parents 
and many couples as they try to have chil-
dren or to save children already born. The 
issue is debated within the church, with 
people of different faiths, even many of 
the same faith, coming to different conclu-
sions. Many people are finding that the 

more they know about stem cell research, 
the less certain they are about the right 
ethical and moral conclusions. 

My administration must decide whether 
to allow Federal funds, your tax dollars, 
to be used for scientific research on stem 
cells derived from human embryos. A large 
number of these embryos already exist. 
They are the product of a process called 
in vitro fertilization, which helps so many 
couples conceive children. When doctors 
match sperm and egg to create life outside 
the womb, they usually produce more em-
bryos than are implanted in the mother. 
Once a couple successfully has children, or 
if they are unsuccessful, the additional em-
bryos remain frozen in laboratories. Some 
will not survive during long storage; others 
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